Rivers & Plains
Being an area roughly the size of Wales, the variety of landscapes, animal and bird life
of the Kafue National Park are unmatched.
The RIVERS & PLAINS safari allows you to visit two areas of the park, flying into the northern Busanga
Plains and travelling to the central are of diverse wilderness and rivers. You will experience real remoteness,
breath-taking plains and river landscapes and encounter wildlife undisturbed.
This 7 day / 6 night safari accommodates you in two socially & environmentally sustainably owner run
safari camps and is perfect for a stand alone short holiday to free the mind, or as a week addition to your
southern African holiday.

Travel Dates:

June to November

Kasonso Busanga Camp

KAFUE
N.P.

ZAMBIA
ZIMBABWE
NAMIBIA
BOTSWANA

Rivers & Plains
Brief Safari Overview:
This tailored safari package takes you to the largest protected area in Zambia and the second largest national park in
Africa, the Kafue National Park and its seasonal flood plains, the Busanga Plains.
The itinerary can start and end in Lusaka or end in Livingstone.
The vast, spectacular and different habitats hold the largest variety of antelope species found in one park anywhere in the
world, a significant number of predators, including wild dog and cheetah, and over 500 bird species. The Great Elephant
Census suggests a stable population of 8000 individuals. Yet the vast scale and wilderness of the Kafue NP requires
patience and a sensitivity for nature and therefore the park is still undiscovered by mass tourism.
Discover wildlife and birding species by morning, afternoon & night game drives from Kasonso Busanga Camp. Add river
cruises, nature walks or canoeing to your game drives at KaingU Safari Lodge. The highly experienced guiding teams at
both camps enabling you to have a splendid safari.
Enjoy remote accommodation in a down to earth & charming tented camp located at the edge of the famed & magical
Busanga plains (Kasonso Busanga Camp, 3 nights) and in idyllic & comfortable tented chalets hugging the Kafue River,
renowned for its stunning island and rock formations (KaingU Safari Lodge, 3 nights).
1-3rd night:

KASONSO BUSANGA CAMP, Busanga plains Kafue NP
morning / afternoon & night game drives, walking safaris
4th-6th night: KAINGU SAFARI LODGE, central sector Kafue NP
river cruises, canoeing, nature & rock walks, morning / afternoon and all day
game drives, birding, photographic hides, island breakfasts, - sleep outs and rapids dinners
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Itinerary
Day 1:

Starting from Lusaka:
Depart before noon with a scheduled flight to the Busanga Plains airstrip in the northern
part of the Kafue National Park (flight time ± 1 ¼ hours). You will be awaited by your
guide and arrive at Kasonso Busanga Camp for lunch. Enjoy your first game drive that
afternoon.

Day 2-3:

In Busanga Plains the focus will be on game drives. Early morning safaris and excursions
in the afternoon with the subsequent night drives to explore the open vastness.
The lions of Busanga are a highlight of the region and the encounters of these cats
moving around the floodplains is something to behold.
The water, fig tree islands and floodplains make for superb birding such as Wattled crane,
Gray crowned crane and many other waders. The Busanga is also home to extensive
lechwe populations and the topography of the land makes for a photographer’s dream!
As the floodplains dry out more and more game is attracted from the surrounding
woodlands and it is then that zebra numbers increase and sable venture out onto the
plains. Hippo are also abundant and often found in large pods and often out of the water.

Day 4:

Enjoy breakfast while watching lechwe at the camp before departing through the park,
heading south along the rivers Lufupa and Kafue (transfer time ± 6 hours). You will arrive
at KaingU Safari Lodge by boat (10 min). Spend the afternoon relaxing on a boat cruise or
stretching your legs on a nature walk through the miombo woodland and dambos.

3

Itinerary continued
Day 5-6:

With the assistance of your highly experienced guide, daily activities for your stay at
KaingU will be scheduled to suit your needs.
The Lodge is located on a stunningly beautiful part of the Kafue River, with a myriad of
channels, rapids and islands lending itself to a range of exciting river based activities
which include boat cruises, birding, canoeing and river trails.
Morning and afternoon game drives allow you to explore a larger area and encounter
wildlife up close. Seasonal highlights are also the White fronted bee-eater and Meyer’s
parrot spectacles which offer you great photographic opportunities.
From the top of one of the large granite boulders in the Namwala GMA you will get a
360° view over nothing but nature!
A visit to the KaingU Trust School or authentic rural family farm can be organised.
Kaingu’s renowned bush-gourmet kitchen creates delicious meals using wild picked and
locally farmed ingredients, supporting the local community, and goes the extra mile to
suit any dietary requirements.

Day 7:

Enjoy breakfast on the deck overlooking the river, before your departure back to Lusaka
(Road Transfer: 4-5 hours) or to your next destination.
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Kasonso Busanga Camp

Kasonso Busanga Camp
The Busanga Plains is undoubtedly the most famous place for wildlife viewing in Kafue National Park and
Kasonso Camp is located right in the heart of the prime game viewing area, just a 10 minute drive from
Busanga airfield.
Kasonso is an authentic bush camp that provides all the important fundamentals of a comfortable camp
but focuses on the outstanding guiding and wildlife experience.
There are 4 tents, each with en-suite bathrooms and verandas overlooking the plains.
In the central boma area, you will find a comfortable seating area, bar and outside deck which you can use
at your leisure. In the evening listen to the bush stories of your guide sitting around the campfire and
under an amazing night sky.
The Busanga Plains area is perfectly situated to see large numbers of red lechwe, but is also well known for
the big lions, buffalo, elephant, wildebeest and relaxed roan antelope.
Kasonso offers superb wildlife encounters at excellent value for money.
In the open flood plains, the primary focus of activities is game drives. Your guide will take you on early
morning safaris and excursions in the afternoon with the subsequent night drive to explore the open
vastness of the Busanga plains.
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KaingU Safari Lodge
Set in an area of pristine wilderness and at the most stunning section of the Kafue River, KaingU Safari Lodge
provides a unique stay for travellers wishing to get closer to the unspoilt Africa, experience the warm and welcoming
people of Zambia and enjoy wildlife and scenery of the Kafue National Park undisturbed.
Our experienced guiding team (4 guides to a max. of 16 guests) and large range of guided activities enable you to
have a tailored safari experience. Enjoy viewing wild animals, birds, river and landscape on driving and walking
safaris, on river cruises or while canoeing. Seasonal parrot- and bee-eater spectacles, island breakfasts, sleep outs
and rapids dinners complement your stay. Our unique section of the Kafue River and Park provide the perfect
backdrop for this diverse range of activities, unmatched in the Kafue.
Set on raised individual private wooden decks, each overlooking their own piece of the Kafue River, KaingU Safari
Lodge comprises six boutique tents with en-suite bathrooms, indoor showers and an open-air shower or bath. The
tent's additional thatched roof provides extra shade. Our Finfoot family house consists of two bedrooms, two ensuite bathrooms plus outside showers and a central lounge opening onto a private deck overlooking the river. It’s a
perfect spot for a couple with children, or a small group of friends.
Our Tonga-treebasket provides a unique sleep out.
The lodge is built with minimal impact to the environment, run in an eco and socially sustainable manner.
A great asset to the area be it providing training and employment to the communities around the national park,
providing additional income by purchasing as many goods locally as possible, supporting the local community school
and contributing to the protection of wildlife in the area.
Personal attention to each and every guest makes you feel at home instantly. KaingU’s renowned bush-gourmet

kitchen creates delicious meals using wild picked and locally farmed ingredients, and goes the extra mile to
suit any dietary requirements. KaingU is a place to unwind and be spoilt with an abundance of activities or, if you
prefer, just relax and feel the heartbeat of Africa.
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The Kafue National Park
Covering an area of 22,500 km², Kafue National Park is the 2nd largest in Africa and comprises many diverse habitats:
it is travered by the Kafue, Lufupa, Lunga and Luansanza Rivers. The adjoining peaceful stretches of riverine
vegetation, dambos and wetlands, extensive miombo woodland with seasonal floodplains and swampland in the
very north and south.
Owing to this varied habitat, Kafue is blessed with one of the highest diversities of mammals of all national parks in
the world (158 species). Wildebeest, puku, red lechwe, Defassa waterbuck, reedbuck to name a few, and roan, sable
or oribi sightings are not uncommon either. There is a high density of lion, while leopard are common in the central
parts; species like cheetah and wild dog are seen too. The birdlife is also spectacular. Over 515 species of birds
inhabit the park and surrounding areas - from wattled and crowned crane, saddle billed stork, ground hornbill, Ross's
turaco, African finfoot and Pel's fishing owl.
Only after some time here in the Kafue will you realize what is missing – other game drive vehicles, people and boats.
It truly is one of the last wilderness areas of Africa. The Kafue National Park offers with game drives, excellent
walking safaris, canoe trails, boat cruises and wonderful relaxation an unforgettable safari experience.

Busanga Plains
The Busanga Plains are arguably the most known area in the Kafue National Park. Having said this, it is also very
remote and only accessible for three to four months a year, when the water levels finally drop after the rainy season.
The Busanga Swamps is a papyrus-covered wetland that gives way to the vast floodplain of the Busanga Plains,
seasonally-inundated grassland dotted with tree-islands hosting wonderful specimens of sycamore fig. At the
beginning of the season the plains are crowded with bird-life and sightings of lions, often crossing the water
channels, are not rare. Large herds of red lechwe and puku are a common sight, together with oribi and resident
roan while zebra, wildebeest and sable use the fringes of the plains.
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RIVERS & PLAINS
7 DAYS / 6 NIGHTS SAFARI
INCLUDING TRANSFERS*

from

$3,800
PER PERSON

Availability & Cost: June & November 2023, low season rate: USD 3,800 per person
July to October 2023, DISCOUNTED high season rate: USD 3,995 per person
Duration:
6 nights Kafue NP: 1st-3rd night: KASONSO BUSANGA CAMP, Busanga Plains
4th-6th night: KAINGU SAFARI LODGE, Kafue islands & rocks
Includes:
Accommodation, transfers*, meals & snacks, local drinks, laundry service, activities,
10% service charge, Kafue community and conservation bed night levy, Kafue National
Park entry fees
Brief notes:
• Rates are in USD per person, sharing. Enquire for Single supplement details.
• *Arrival & Departure option included in above rate:
one way air transfer with CLASSIC ZAMBIA from Lusaka to Busanga and road transfer to Lusaka, as well
as all road & boat transfers between camps.
• Self Drive options or transfer to Livingstone available. Enquire for rates and itinerary.
• Rate inclusions: as listed above.
• Rate exclusions: premium drinks, international airfares, travel insurance, entry visas, etc.
For reservation & booking contact:
Lynda: reservations@kaingu-lodge.com

Alison: alison@hiddengemstravelco.com
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Notes, Terms & Conditions
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

Child policy: please enquire.
Note for flights with CLASSIC ZAMBIA AIRCHARTER: Luggage is restricted to a maximum of 15kg per
person, including hand luggage and/or camera equipment. Luggage in SOFT bags only will be accepted,
no rigid frames or wheels. Excess baggage can be arranged with a cost subject to availability and by
prior approval, or enquire about road transfer option
A comprehensive medical and travel insurance including medical evacuation before arrival is
recommended.
Reasonable physical condition is recommended for the canoeing and walking safaris.
Bookings made on provisional basis must be confirmed within 60 days with 30% deposit. All lodges
included in this package reserve the right to cancel any booking that is not confirmed within this
period.
Full payment is due 6 weeks prior to arrival.
Cancellation fees apply:
01-30 days prior to arrival: 100% of due payment
30-60 days prior to arrival: 50% of due payment
60+ days prior to arrival: 30% of due payment
Meet and Greet Service at Lusaka Airport is available (extra cost).

For reservation & booking contact:
Lynda: reservations@kaingu-lodge.com
Alison: alison@hiddengemstravelco.com
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