Zambia’s Lower Zambezi & Kafue National Park

Back to nature wilderness adventure
Reconnect with nature and replenish your senses with Tusk & Mane Safaris in the Lower Zambezi National Park,
experience the Kafue National Park and its natural diversity at KaingU Safari Lodge with this back to nature
wilderness adventure.
This 8 night tailor-made safari allows you to discover two beautiful, yet vastly different areas of Zambia with itinerary
and activities customized to your preferences.
Stunning locations, highly experienced guiding teams, great food and caring service will ensure you have an
unforgettable safari in owner run and sustainable (eco and socially) establishments.

…extended

This 11 night tailor-made safari allows you to explore more of the untamed wilderness of the Kafue Nationalpark,
adding 3 nights at Musekese Camp, where passionate guides give you the best possible wildlife encounters.
Travel Dates: June to November
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Back to nature wilderness adventure
Brief Safari Overview:
Beginning and ending in Zambias’ capital city Lusaka, experience one Africa’s last true wilderness
adventure on a walking safari with Tusk & Mane and stunning river locations at KaingU.
• The back to nature wilderness adventure package takes you four nights to Tusk & Mane’s two
camps (2 nights Chula & 2 nights Kutali) in the Lower Zambezi NP. and four nights to KaingU
Safari Lodge in the central area of the Kafue National Park.
• The extended back to nature wilderness adventure package enhances your stay in the Kafue with
three nights at Musekese Camp, perched on the edge of a spectacular lagoon, hidden away from
the outside world, with phenomenal wildlife.
The camps are chosen because of their secluded, remote and contrasting locations, where you will have an
exclusive wilderness experience. Our highly experienced guiding teams enable you to have a customized
safari, tailored to your requirements.
Discover mammal and bird species by game drives in the morning, afternoon and with a spotlight at night,
by boating, canoeing and walking safaris, rock and nature walks.
You will enjoy accommodation in remote island fly camps, an authentic bush camp overlooking immense
dambos and in boutique tented chalets hugging the Kafue River, here famous for its island and rock
formations.
Optionally add a sleep out in the cosy Tonga-treebasket, a unique way for adventurers to be even closer to
nature, or a visit to a rural African village, see where groundnuts grow and fields are still ploughed by oxen.
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Itinerary
Back to nature wilderness adventure:
Day 1: Depart Lusaka at the scheduled time with CLASSIC ZAMBIA flight to Jeki airstrip in the Lower Zambezi National Park and enjoy a
short game drive to your first fly camp, Chula or Kutali Island camp. (± 35 min. flight + 10 / 30 min. transfer by vehicle).
On arrival you are welcomed with a refreshing drink before being shown to your en-suite tent. Once you have settled in,
return to the main area and enjoy sundowners at camp or on a boat cruise. Under the stars you will enjoy a delicious
evening meal whilst discussing the exciting possibilities for the next couple of days with your guide.
The primary focus of a Tusk & Mane safari is the wilderness itself, to reconnect you with nature and replenish your
senses.
As Tusk & Mane Safaris are small and exclusive, they can respond to your activity preferences on a daily basis.
Game viewing is totally flexible but is primarily on foot or optionally on the canoes; game drives, boat cruises and fishing
are still very much on offer as well.
Below is an example of a typical 4 day safari with Tusk & Mane.

Day 2:

Chula Camp: get up early for a walking safari along one of the exciting river channels, through the Winterthorn forest
and up onto Jeki plains. Bush Breakfast served up on the plains. Walk back to base camp, and after lunch, enjoy the
views across the river and time to relax, than jump on a boat cruise. You arrive at sunset to a lovely camp and a real bush
dinner awaiting you.

Day 3-4: Kutali Camp on Kulefu Island: Arise early and canoe down river, get picked up by our game viewing vehicle and go on a
game drive for the rest of the morning! Return for a delicious lunch in camp. For that afternoon and the next day, decide
with your guide if you like to explore Lower Zambezi’s wilderness by game drive, boat, canoe, walk or go fishing.

Day 5:

Depending on the time of your departure from Jeki airfield you can relax in camp or do an activity before your short
transfer to the airstrip and onward flight to Lusaka. Here you will be picked up by your arranged road transfer and driven
to the absolutely stunning location of KaingU Safari Lodge on the Kafue River & Kafue National Park. (5-6 hour drive + 10
min. by boat to the lodge; or enquire about fly in options).
Arrive at the lodge in time for an afternoon boat cruise, with little treats at sunset and than dinner.
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itinerary continued
Day 6-8: At KaingU Safari Lodge the way your safari unflolds is entirely up to you.
Start your day with a continental breakfast at five am and join your guide to watch the spectacle of the morning gathering of
dozens of Mayer’s parrots at sunrise. Or listen to the bush awakening from your bed, watch the golden morning sun highlighting
the islands across the river, have a full breakfast and explore the river and myriads of islands on a boat cruise.
Discover untamed wildlife on classic safari activities such as game drives, nature walks and river cruises, enjoy sundowners on large
granite boulders, lantern lit bush dinners or a plunge in our natural rock pools. If you like you can canoe through islands and rocks
and overnight in a Tonga-treebasket.
Come and experience the remoteness and vastness of the Kafue, be spoilt by the friendliness of Zambian people and feel the
heartbeat of Africa.

Day 9:

Breakfast is served early, before your departure back to Lusaka (road transfer: 4-5 hours) or to your next destination.

Extended back to nature wilderness adventure:
Day 1-4: as above
Day 5: Depending on the time of your departure from Jeki airfield you can relax in camp or do an activity before your short transfer to the
airstrip and flight to Lusaka. Continue per CLASSIC ZAMBIA flight from Lusaka to Lufupa where you will be picked up by Musekese
and drive and boat to the absolutely magical location of Musekese Camp (± 1 hour flight +30 min drive & boat to the camp).
Arrive at the lodge in time for an afternoon activity, enjoy an African sunset and dinner. Musekese is nestled in a large stand of
massive riverine trees overlooking an immense lagoon, where you can sit and watch the diverse and large congregations of wildlife.

Day 6-7: With the assistance of your guide, daily activities for your stay at Musekese will be scheduled to suit your needs as far as possible.
Encounter wildlife on walking safaris, boating or game drives or whilst having a drink on the camp deck, from herds of elephant
frolicking to the hundreds of puku keeping an eye out for one of the resident lion prides in the area.
Tasty food and caring service will compliment your customized itinerary at Musekese.

Day 8:

Breakfast is served early before a morning transfer (game) drive to KaingU Safari Lodge (4 hour drive, plus 10min boat). Arrive at
the lodge in time for lunch by the river’s edge, followed by a siesta, a tranquil afternoon boat cruise to see kingfishers, yawning
hippos and monitor lizards, have a sundowner on an island and a private dinner back at the lodge.

Day 9-11: as Day 6-7 in ‘Back to nature wilderness adventure’
Day 12: Enjoy breakfast at camp, before your departure back to Lusaka (road transfer: 4-5 hours) or to your next destination.
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Tusk & Mane –
THE ULTIMATE CAMP OUT EXPERIENCE
Tusk & Mane offers flexible safaris out of two contrasting island fly camps, Kutali and Chula, in prime locations in the
heart of the lower Zambezi National Park.
Fly camps are temporarily set up camps without permanent structures and zero impact in the environment. The back
to basic set up provides you with a real safari in the bush experience with all the facilities you need and caring
service. The fly camps are light weight and a textbook example of how light luxury in the wilderness can be.
Although Tusk & Mane concentrates primarily on walking safaris and canoe safaris, game drives and fishing are
readily available and completely flexible. Here the environment and your wishes dictate the pace.
Kutali Island and Chula Island are tucked away on remote Islands in the prime game viewing area near Jeki airfield.
CHULA means frog in Goba and is located on the Katengahumba Island, full of hidden lagoons and open dambos,
loads of Natal Mahogany trees and sandy beaches. Leopard, lion, hyena, buffalo herds and lots of elephant, to
mention a few species, have all been seen from camp. There is actually no need to venture further than this island
paradise.
KUTALI Camp is on Kulefu Island, both mean faraway place. It is literally in one of the most stunning Winter thorn
forests in the lower Zambezi. Kulefu Island offers excellent canoeing and walking possibilities and is just a river
crossing away from mainland for game drives.
Each fly camp has a large canvas sail providing a shaded comfy seating area and bar. You will enjoy cool drinks around
the campfire and good wholesome food. The accommodation tents used in all camps have en-suite bathrooms with
bucket shower, flushing toilet and washbasin with a mirror. The comfortable single beds come with top quality linen
and can be joined to form doubles on request. The tents are equipped with bedside tables with solar lamps/reading
lights, a safe box to put valuables in as required, comfortable camp chairs and a folding shelf system for clothes.
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KaingU Safari Lodge
Set in an area of pristine wilderness, KaingU Safari Lodge offers a magnificent safari experience in the heart of the
African bush. KaingU provides a unique stay for travellers wishing to get closer to the unspoilt wilderness of the 'real'
Africa, experience the warm and welcoming people of Zambia and enjoy wildlife and scenery undisturbed.
Our experienced guiding team and large range of guided activities enable you to have a tailored safari experience.
Enjoy viewing wild animals, birds, river and landscape on driving and walking safaris, on river cruises or while
canoeing. Seasonal parrot- and bee-eater hides, island breakfasts, sleep outs and rapids dinners complement your
stay. Our unique section of the Kafue River and Park provide the perfect backdrop for this diverse range of activities,
unmatched in the Kafue.
Set on raised individual private wooden decks, each overlooking their own piece of the Kafue River,
KaingU Safari Lodge comprises six boutique tents with en-suite bathrooms, indoor showers and an open-air shower
or bath. The tent's additional thatched roof provides extra shade. Our Finfoot family house consists of two bedrooms
(one queen, one twin), two en-suite bathrooms plus outside showers and a central lounge opening onto a private
deck overlooking the river. It’s a perfect spot for a couple with children, or a small group of friends.
Our Tonga-treebasket provides a unique sleep out.
The lodge is built with minimal impact to the environment, run in an eco and socially sustainable manner.
A great asset to the area be it providing training and employment to the communities around the national park,
providing additional income by purchasing as many goods locally as possible, supporting the local community school
and contributing to the protection of wildlife in the area.
Personal attention to each and every guest makes you feel at home instantly. It is a place to unwind, indulge in fresh
cuisine prepared by our local chefs and be spoilt with an abundance of activities or, if you prefer, just relax and feel
the heartbeat of Africa.
The friendly staff like to share their culture, stories, traditional knowledge and craftsmanship with you.
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Musekese Camp
Musekese Camp is located in one of the most remote and wildest parts of the Kafue National Park, in an area chosen
specifically for the positive impact it would have on conservation as well as to give you the best possible wildlife
encounters. It is nestled in a large stand of massive riverine trees overlooking an immense dambo, where you can sit
and watch the diverse and large congregations of wildlife from the comfort of your chalet or whilst having a drink on
the deck.
The Musekese camp itself comprises four well appointed, traditionally thatched chalets, all complete with
comfortable beds, soft linens and locally sourced furnishings. Open air en-suite bathrooms come with traditional
wood warmed bucket showers and flushing toilets, combining style with practicality for a comfortable stay.
The main lounge area is under a cool, grass thatch roof, providing shade in the heat of the day, where you can relax
with a book or an ice cold drink. Alternatively, the large deck, which extends into the dambo, provides unparalleled
game viewing and bird-watching opportunities. It is also a truly breathtaking site for dinner under the stars.
Good cuisine at J&M Safaris is of utmost importance to us and we have been fortunate to have Michelin-star trained
chef Jamie Sparks create a bespoke menu and train our loyal and willing local kitchen staff.
A typical day at the Musekese site can include any of a number of exciting activities, all dedicated to getting the most
out of your time; from boat cruises along the unhurried Kafue river and its tributaries searching for elusive and rare
birds such as the Pel’s Fishing Owl and African Finfoot, to walking safaris where the smells, textures and undulations
of the ‘real’ Africa are experienced in a more immersive manner.
Open game drive vehicles allow you to get up close and personal with the larger animals of the Kafue. And one must
not forget the viewing hides and blinds, strategically hidden away, where you can relax and wait for the wildlife and
birds to come to you - a fantastic and unique way to enjoy the bush.

7

Lower Zambezi National Park
The Lower Zambezi is one of Africa’s most thrilling safari regions.
The valley is a huge rift in the earth's crust, through which a mighty river flows. Over millennia, mineral-rich volcanic
soils deposited by the Zambezi have nurtured lush vegetation, while old meanders and oxbow lakes add to the
attraction for wildlife.
Game viewing from the canoes and on foot gives a different feel to one’s safari, making it adventurous and a very
personal interaction with this incredible eco-system.
The Lower Zambezi National Park, by virtue of the Zambezi River and its parallel escarpment, is definitely one of
Africa’s most scenic wildernesses, home to an impressive quantity and variety of wildlife that can be viewed, not only
on the more usual land based safari activities, but also on a variety of water based activities and in the camps
themselves.
The diversity of animals is not as wide as the other big parks, but the opportunities to get close to game wandering
in and out of the Zambezi channels are spectacular. The Park lies opposite the famous Mana Pools Reserve in
Zimbabwe, so the whole area on both sides of the Zambezi River is a massive wildlife sanctuary.
The River’s edge is overhung with a thick riverine fringe, including ebony and fig trees. Further inland is a floodplain
fringed with mopane forest and interspersed with winterthorn trees and huge acacias. The hills which form the
backdrop to the Park are covered in broadleaf woodland.
Even though the Lower Zambezi National Park covers an area of 4092 square kilometres, most of the game is
concentrated along the valley floor. Enormous herds of elephant, some up to 100 strong, are often seen at the river’s
edge. ‘Island hopping’ buffalo and waterbuck are common. The Park also hosts good populations of lion and leopard,
and listen too for the ubiquitous cry of the fish eagle.
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The Kafue National Park
Covering an area of 22,500 km², Kafue National Park is the 2nd largest in Africa and comprises many diverse habitats:
it is travered by the Kafue, Lufupa, Lunga and Luansanza Rivers. The adjoining peaceful stretches of riverine
vegetation, dambos and wetlands, extensive miombo woodland with seasonal floodplains and swampland in the
very north and south.
Owing to this varied habitat, Kafue is blessed with one of the highest diversities of mammals of all national parks in
the world (158 species). Wildebeest, puku, red lechwe, Defassa waterbuck, reedbuck to name a few, and roan, sable
or oribi sightings are not uncommon either. There is a high density of lion, while leopard are common in the central
parts; species like cheetah and wild dog are seen too.
The birdlife is also spectacular. Over 515 species of birds inhabit the park and surrounding areas - from wattled and
crowned crane, saddle billed stork, ground hornbill, Ross's turaco, African finfoot and Pel's fishing owl.
Only after some time here in the Kafue will you realize what is missing – other game drive vehicles, people and boats.
It truly is one of the last wilderness areas of Africa.
The Kafue National Park offers with game drives, excellent walking safaris, canoe trails, boat cruises and wonderful
relaxation an unforgettable safari experience.
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Back to nature wilderness adventure
9 DAYS / 8 NIGHTS SAFARI
INCLUDING TRANSFERS*
Availability & Cost:
Duration:
Includes:

from

$4,290
PER PERSON

June and November 2023, low season rate: USD 5,385 per person
July to October 2023, high season rate: USD 6,505 per person
8 Nights: 1st-4th night: TUSK & MANE FLYCAMPS (CHULA/KUTALI), Lower Zambezi NP
5th-8th night: KAINGU SAFARI LODGE, Kafue NP
Accommodation, activities, meals & snacks, local drinks, laundry service, 10% service
charge, Kafue & Lower Zambezi community and conservation bed night levies and Kafue &
Lower Zambezi National Park entry fees
Transfers: return CLASSIC ZAMBIA flights Lusaka to Jeki (Lower Zambezi NP.), return road
transfers Lusaka to KaingU

Brief notes:
• Highly recommended at Kaingu: add a sleepout in the Tonga tree-basket, $75 per person.
• Change your road transfers to the Kafue NP. to return flights, $745 per person.
• Self Drive options available. Please enquire for rates and itinerary.
• Rate inclusions: as listed above.
• Rate exclusions: premium drinks, international airfares, travel insurance, departure taxes, entry visas
• Reasonable physical condition is recommended for the canoeing and walking safaris.
For reservation & booking contact:
Lynda: reservations@kaingu-lodge.com Luke: Luke@classiczambiasafaris.com
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EXTENDED Back to nature wilderness adventure

12 DAYS / 11 NIGHTS SAFARI
INCLUDING TRANSFERS*
Availability & Cost:
Duration:

Includes:

from

$7,718
PER PERSON

May to 30th June and November 2023, low season rate: USD 7,718
1st July to 31st October 2023, high season rate: USD 9,378
10 Nights: 1st-4th night: TUSK & MANE FLYCAMP, central sector Lower Zambezi NP
5th-7th night: MUSEKESE CAMP, northern central sector Kafue NP
8th-11th night: KAINGU SAFARI LODGE, central sector Kafue NP
Accommodation, activities, meals & snacks, local drinks, laundry service, 10% service
charge, Kafue & Lower Zambezi community and conservation bed night levies and Kafue &
Lower Zambezi National Park entry fees
Transfers: return CLASSIC ZAMBIA flights Lusaka to Jeki (Lower Zambezi NP.), one way
flight Lusaka to Lufupa (Musekese, Kafue NP.) and road transfers Musekese to KaingU and
back to Lusaka

Brief notes:
• Change your departure from the Kafue NP. to Lusaka to flight, $ 475 per person.
• Self Drive options available. Please enquire for rates and itinerary.
• Rate inclusions: as listed above.
• Rate exclusions: premium drinks, international airfares, travel insurance, departure taxes, entry visas, etc.
• Reasonable physical condition is recommended for the canoeing and walking safaris.
For reservation & booking contact:
Lynda: reservations@kaingu-lodge.com

Luke: Luke@classiczambiasafaris.com
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Notes, Terms & Conditions
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

Enquire for single supplement details.
Child policy: Children from the age of 14 years are welcome.
Note for flights with CLASSIC ZAMBIA AIRCHARTER: Luggage is restricted to a maximum of 15kg per
person, including hand luggage and/or camera equipment. Luggage in SOFT bags only will be accepted, no rigid
frames or wheels. Excess baggage can be arranged with a cost subject to availability and by prior approval, or
enquire about road transfer option.
A comprehensive medical and travel insurance including medical evacuation before arrival is recommended.
Bookings made on provisional basis must be confirmed within 60 days with 30% deposit. All lodges included in
this package reserve the right to cancel any booking that is not confirmed within this period.
Full payment is due 6 weeks prior to arrival.
Cancellation fees apply:
01-30 days prior to arrival: 100% of due payment
30-60 days prior to arrival: 50% of due payment
60+ days prior to arrival: 30% of due payment
Meet and Assist Service at Lusaka Airport is available (extra cost)

For reservation & booking contact:
Lynda: reservations@kaingu-lodge.com

Luke: Luke@classiczambiasafaris.com
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